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Investors are cautiously optimistic globally

On a positive note

Asian investors
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US investors

56%
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Swiss investors
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Latin American investors
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Own region’s economy

Global economy

28% neutral, 21% pessimistic 22% neutral, 18% pessimistic
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Investors mainly bullish on stocks… 

optimistic
34% neutral 
17% pessimistic

49%
Global stocks

optimistic
27% neutral 
17% pessimistic

56%
Own region’s stocks

… but cash holdings remain high

of portfolios 
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Optimism by region
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67%

Volatility is a two-sided coin

Globally, many plan to invest

Plan to invest by region

42% 17%

74% see volatility as 
an opportunity

still concerned about 
late 2018 volatility

plan to invest more plan to invest lessVS.

but
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Latin America

54%

37%

28%
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66%

Sustainable investing on the rise

% of portfolio in sustainable 
investments

5 years ago Now

22% 27%



About the survey: UBS surveyed 3,653 investors and business owners with at least $1M in investable assets (for investors) or at least $250k in annual revenue 
and at least one employee other than themselves (for business owners), from March 10 - 28, 2019. The global sample was split across 17 markets: Brazil, 
China, Germany, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Philippines, Singapore, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, the UAE, the UK and the US.

As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers both investment advisory services and brokerage services, which 
are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and governed by different laws and separate contracts. For more information visit our website at 
ubs.com/workingwithus.

ESG/Sustainable Investing Considerations: Sustainable investing strategies aim to consider and in some instances integrate the analysis of environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) factors into the investment process and portfolio. Strategies across geographies and styles approach ESG analysis and incorporate the findings in 
a variety of ways. Incorporating ESG factors or Sustainable Investing considerations may inhibit the portfolio manager's ability to participate in certain investment 
opportunities that otherwise would be consistent with its investment objective and other principal investment strategies. The returns on a portfolio consisting 
primarily of ESG or sustainable investments may be lower or higher than a portfolio where such factors are not considered by the portfolio manager. Because 
sustainability criteria can exclude some investments, investors may not be able to take advantage of the same opportunities or market trends as investors that do 
not use such criteria.  Companies may not necessarily meet high performance standards on all aspects of ESG or sustainable investing issues; there is also no 
guarantee that any company will meet  expectations in connection with corporate responsibility, sustainability and/or impact performance.

© UBS 2019. The key symbol and UBS are among the registered and unregistered trademarks of UBS. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary 
of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. Expiration: 4/30/2020 Review Code: IS1901911 Approval date: 4/29/2019 2019-134027
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Top concerns globally

Top concerns by region

44%
My country’s politics

40%
National debt

40%
Cyber security

US

56%

49%

39%

My country’s politics

National debt

Healthcare costs

Europe (except Switzerland)

40%

39%

36%

My country’s politics

Cyber security 

Global trade war

Latin America

67%

63%

62%

Inflation

My country’s politics

Our currency value

Asia

46%

43%

42%

Global trade war

Economic slowdown in China

My country’s long-term competitiveness

Switzerland

43%

41%

36%

Rising healthcare costs 

Cyber security

Data privacy issues

Seize the opportunities in today’s global environment. Talk to your UBS Advisor.


