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UBS SymAsia 
Donor-Advised Fund 
Modern philanthropy made simple 

Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs) offer a simple and cost-effective alternative to setting up an independent trust 

or foundation. They allow donations to your chosen charities in Singapore and abroad and you can also 

involve family members in your giving to create a lasting legacy. 



 
 

  
 

   

        

    

               

  

       

             

       

   

 

     

              

 

       

       

           

            

         

                

 

   

    

  

 
               

        
               
                    

     

Simplifying 
your charitable giving 
What is a Donor-Advised Fund? 

A Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) is a charitable giving account or ‘sub-foundation’ that sits within an 

umbrella charity that manages and administers many individual DAF accounts. 

Globally, DAFs are a well-established vehicle for giving – with DAF contributions in the US in the tens 

of billions annually. 

In Asia, they have grown in popularity as many family principals and family offices view them as a more 

structured, yet simple and cost-effective, alternative to setting up an independent trust or foundation. 

Whatever your philanthropic ambitions, the UBS SymAsia DAF can provide a range of strategic 

advantages for your giving. 

Key benefits of setting up a UBS SymAsia DAF: 

• Name your sub-foundation (e.g. the X Family Foundation) and be recognized for your giving, or 

choose to remain anonymous. 

• Enjoy an immediate tax deduction1 for eligible donations, whilst you plan your giving strategy 

towards the charities that you wish to support. 

• Relax whilst we handle all the administration2, governance and submission of any applicable tax 

benefits on your behalf. UBS will cover all the set up and ongoing maintenance costs, leaving you 

more time to focus on the causes important to you. 

• Invest3 the capital in your DAF so that it can grow before it is granted out to charity. 

Interested to find out more? 

Speak to your UBS Client Advisor today. 

1 Immediate tax deduction is applicable for Singapore taxpayers claiming tax credit for qualifying donations directed to approved programs 
serving the needs of the community in Singapore as a whole. 
2 UBS partners with external due diligence providers to administer grants beyond Singapore, subject to applicable fees. 
3 Investment management fees apply; The price and value of investments and income derived from them can go down as well as up. Capital 
held in this account is therefore at risk. 



 
 

 

 

  

         

       

 
  

        
     

          

         

      
        

           

 
  

            
    

          

 
 

        
    

      
       

  

  
  

      
    
           

        
 

          
   

 
 

            
              

             
               

                

       
  

         
         

      

FAQs 

Eligibility Clients of UBS Singapore Branch Global Wealth Management (UBS SG GWM). 

Applications from UBS clients outside UBS SG GWM can be considered separately. 

Administration 
and fees 

All set-up, ongoing account administration and maintenance costs are covered by UBS 
at no cost to you. 

There are only two fees that you will potentially need to cover from your DAF: 

1) Discounted fees for the investment management of your DAF assets. 

2) Fees from external providers to cover due diligence if you are granting beyond 
Singapore (except for grants below USD 100,000 towards registered charities in 
the US for which UBS will perform due diligence for no additional fees). 

Minimum 
account size 

A one-off minimum donation of US$50,000 is required to set up a new DAF which 
can be granted out immediately to your chosen charities. Thereafter, there is no 
minimum or maximum grant required into or out of your DAF. 

Naming / 
Recognition 

You can name your sub-foundation (e.g. the X Family Foundation) and be recognized 
for your giving. 

Equally, privacy is important to many of our clients and grants from your DAF can be 
made anonymously if you wish. We will only disclose you as the underlying donor if 
you would like us to. 

Granting out 
of your DAF 

Grants can be made to both Singapore-registered and overseas charities. The DAF’s 
governing board is required to approve all grants in line with the Charities Act. On rare 
occasions, they may refuse a grant request if the charity does not meet these criteria. 

The UBS Social Impact and Philanthropy team can work with you to define your giving 
strategy. 

Use of funds The funds placed in your DAF are an irrevocable donation and can only be directed 
towards charitable causes. 

Investing your 
DAF assets 

Your Client Advisor will work with you to choose an investment strategy to suit your 
philanthropic plans. The capital in your DAF can be invested before it is granted out and 
UBS can work with you to align these investments with your individual investment 
objectives over whatever period you wish. We can help you maximize the income to give 
to charities now or grow the capital over time to form a larger endowment for the future. 

Family It is easy to involve family members in a range of roles within your DAF set up, which 
means you can have similar ability to create a legacy as with a family foundation, but 
in a much simpler and cost-effective way. We can also provide you with guidance on 
how to develop a family philanthropy strategy to help ensure that your giving is as 
effective and as enjoyable as it can be. 



 
 

 
 

                      
                  

                
                       

      
                 

                    
       

                    
                         

                 
                

                
                    

                   
                          

                 
       

 
  

    
     

 
    

    

 

Disclaimer 

This material has no regard to the specific investment objectives, financial situation or particular needs of any specific recipient and is published solely for 
information purposes. No representation or warranty, either express or implied is provided in relation to the accuracy, completeness or reliability of the information 
contained herein, nor is it intended to be a complete statement or summary of the developments referred to in this material. This material does not constitute and 
should not be construed as an offer to sell or a solicitation to offer to buy or sell any securities or investment instruments, to effect any transactions or to conclude 
any legal act of any kind whatsoever nor should it be treated as advice. The terms of any transaction or contract for services relating to philanthropic services and 
possible solutions will be exclusively subject to the detailed provisions, including any risk, tax or legal considerations, contained in the appropriate definitive 
documentation. Any philanthropic or any other decisions should not be made based solely on this material. Nothing herein shall limit or restrict the particular 
terms of any specific offering. No offer of any interest in any product will be made in any jurisdiction in which the offer, solicitation or sale is not permitted, or to 
any person to whom it is unlawful to make such offer, solicitation or sale. Not all products and services are available to citizens or residents of all countries. The 
price and value of investments and the income derived from them can go down as well as up. Capital held in these accounts is therefore at risk. Tax treatment 
depends on individual circumstances and may be subject to change in the future. Except as expressly provided, UBS does not provide legal or tax advice and 
strongly recommends to all persons considering the information herein to obtain appropriate independent legal, tax and other professional advice. Any opinions 
expressed in this material are subject to change without notice and may differ or be contrary to opinions expressed by other business areas or divisions of UBS AG 
or its affiliates (“UBS”) as a result of using different assumptions and criteria. UBS is under no obligation to update or keep current the information contained 
herein. Any charts and scenarios are for illustrative purposes only. Historical performance is no guarantee for and is not an indication of future performance. 
Neither UBS AG nor any of its affiliates, directors, employees or agents accepts any liability for any loss or damage arising out of the use of all or any part of this 
material. UBS specifically prohibits the redistribution or reproduction of this material in whole or in part without the prior written permission of UBS, and UBS 
accepts no liability whatsoever for the actions of third parties in this respect. 

All pictures or images ("images") herein are for illustrative, informative or documentary purposes only, in support of subject analysis and research. Images may 
depict objects or elements which are protected by third party copyright, trademarks and other intellectual property rights. Unless expressly stated, no 
relationship, association, sponsorship or endorsement is suggested or implied between UBS and these third parties. 

© UBS 2023. The key symbol and UBS are among the registered and unregistered trademarks of UBS. All rights reserved. 
UBS AG Singapore Branch, incorporated in Switzerland with limited liability. UEN S98FC5560C. 


