
Women in Switzerland are expected  
to live longer* than men...

* World Health Organization: World Health Statistics 2018
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... and they acknowledge long-term finances as highly important.

... while remaining highly involved in short-
term finances.

Main reasons for deferring participation in long-term finances

see retirement 
planning as their most 
important long-term 
financial need

Spouse takes 
the lead

Woman takes 
the lead

Day-to-day expenses

years years

Paying bills

Believe a high level of knowledge 
is needed to make good investment 
decisions

Believe their spouse knows 
more about long-term 
investment decisions

Decisions equally 
shared

believe long-term 
care planning is 
the most pressing 
issue

However, many women opt out of long-term financial decisions...
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However, the benefits of shared financial decisions are numerous

Many women face suprises when 
marriages end....

What women recommend to other women

were confronted with 
financial surprises upon 
their divorce or the death 
of their spouse

believe they will make fewer 
financial mistakes if they are 
equally involved in decisions

insist on full 
transparency on all 
accounts

suggest taking steps to 
educate yourself about 
finances

feel more confident about 
their financial future when they 
are part of long-term financial 
decisions

urge women to talk 
more about finances 
with their spouse
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We conducted extensive research to study how women around the world engage with their finances. We surveyed nearly 3,700 married women, widows and 
divorcees in Brazil, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Mexico, Singapore, Switzerland, the UK and the US.
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Are you engaged in financial decisions that affect your life? Talk to your UBS Client Advisor.

2 of 2

...and wish they had been more involved in financial decisions.

70%
wish they had been 
more involved in 
long-term financial 
decisions

62%
encourage other  
women to take an 
active role in their 
finances
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