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Genetic therapies
Longer Term Investments (LTI)

Genetic therapies use cells, genes, and other genetic material to treat 
serious diseases. They act “upstream” of traditional drugs to target 
the fundamental causes of disease, potentially enabling cures for rare 
and inherited diseases. Some may have applications in more common 
conditions.

Projections and opportunities

Genetic therapies
properties

Influencer Key drivers

Population
growth

Technology

Aging

Resources

Near-term drivers
• New clinical data expanding 

genetic therapies pipeline
• Commercial progress including 

reimbursement
• Large pharma investment

Sustainable investing
• SDG 3: Good health and well-

being

To learn more contact your
client advisor or go to:
ubs.com/lti

Approved therapies
The first cell therapy received US ap-
proval in August 2017, and the first 
gene therapy in December 2017. RNAi 
therapies were first approved in the US 
in 2016 (antisense) and siRNA in 2018.
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Source: UBS
Note: excludes mRNA-based covid vaccines

Biopharma acquisition interest
Big pharma and biotech companies have 
spent USD 58bn acquiring cell and gene 
therapy and RNAi companies since 2017.
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Market potential
Current consensus forecasts estimate 
over USD 25bn in sales for genetic ther-
apies by 2026. This is around 2% of 
global pharma industry sales.
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Source: Bloomberg, UBS
Note: excludes mRNA-based covid vaccines

Positive regulatory outlook
The US FDA has stated it expects to ap-
prove 10–20 new cell and gene thera-
pies per year by 2025. 

2025
New cell and gene therapies
expected to be approved per year

10–20

Source: FDA

High up-front costs
The average US list price of the five ap-
proved cell therapies is USD 422,000. 
Gene therapies are more expensive: Zol-
gensma costs USD 2.1mn and Luxturna 
USD 825,000.
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China
China’s USD 9.2bn China Precision Medi-
cine Initiative was launched in 2016, ini-
tially focusing on gene sequencing and 
genomics. It has shown nascent capabili-
ties in cell therapy and gene editing. As 
of late 2019, over 200 CAR-T therapies 
were being developed in China.
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of the investment, investors could lose all or a substantial portion of their investment based on the performance of the underlying 
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other sustainability issues are not considered by the portfolio manager, and the investment opportunities available to such portfolios 
may differ. Companies may not necessarily meet high performance standards on all aspects of ESG or sustainable investing issues; 
there is also no guarantee that any company will meet expectations in connection with corporate responsibility, sustainability, and/
or impact performance.

External Asset Managers / External Financial Consultants: In case this research or publication is provided to an External Asset 
Manager or an External Financial Consultant, UBS expressly prohibits that it is redistributed by the External Asset Manager or the 
External Financial Consultant and is made available to their clients and/or third parties.

USA: This document is not intended for distribution into the US and / or to US persons.

For country information, please visit ubs.com/cio-country-disclaimer-gr or ask your client advisor for the full disclaimer.

Version A / 2022. CIO82652744
© UBS 2022. The key symbol and UBS are among the registered and unregistered trademarks of UBS. All rights reserved.

http://ubs.com/cio-country-disclaimer-gr

	Projections and opportunities

