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Zakat Giving

The UBS Optimus Foundation will match your 

contribution by 10%

The UBS Optimus Foundation (UBSOF) is a global network of nine (9) 
unaffiliated, separately organized and regulated, tax-exempt organizations 
founded and managed by UBS that engage in a broad range of charitable 
and philanthropic activities around the world. UBSOF focuses on providing 
positive social impact for the most vulnerable populations globally. 
Through high-quality programs, excellent social results have been achieved.

Zakat is one of the five pillars of Islam and is considered a spiritual duty, 
instructing believers to contribute 2.5% of their disposable wealth each 
year to help others in need. It is a form of almsgiving to purify earnings, 
discourage selfishness and provide social support to the community.
To the least privileged and displaced populations, your zakat can 
help provide:

• Food assistance
• Access to healthcare
• Quality education

Make a lasting difference by contributing to programs we have identified
as making real, meaningful improvements in sustainable livelihoods.

Your donation, together with our 10% match and the collective funds 
of other donors, means you can make a greater impact in changing the 
lives of young children for the better.
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Healthcare

Providing food assistance to those in need in 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine.

UBS Optimus Foundation’s offering of

Zakat-eligible programs

Education

Supporting quality education for the least 
privileged in Pakistan.

Source: The Citizens Foundation and Anera maintain their own zakat eligibility.



Providing food assistance to those in 
need

Anera, Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine

About Anera
Anera is a registered non-governmental, non-profit international 
organization established in 1968 to advance the well-being of 
communities in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, and Jordan. Today, 
Anera responds to the economic, health, and educational needs of 
the most marginalized people and delivers humanitarian aid.

Problem

Ramadan is a deeply significant time for Muslims worldwide, 
representing the holiest month in Islam and the fourth pillar of the  
religion. During this month, families rely on two meals—iftar and 
suhoor—per day to sustain them through the fasting hours. These 
meals are essential and must be nutritionally rich enough to support 
daily fasting.

However, restricted access to resources, limited economic 
opportunities, and poverty rates—already affecting families across 
Palestine, Lebanon, and Jordan prior to the declaration of war on 
Gaza—have worsened due to escalating violence and heightened 
displacement. Thousands of families now find it impossible to afford 
or access food for iftar and suhoor. For those with little or no 
income, the cost of providing nutritious meals is often out of reach, 
forcing reliance on foods that fail to meet their nutritional needs, 
leading to fatigue, malnutrition, and overall poor health. Anera
remains steadfast in its commitment to implementing food aid 
programs during the holy month.

Approach

Palestine

Support 10,000 individuals in the West Bank with food vouchers 
and 93,450 individuals in Gaza with ~20-kilogram produce baskets 
containing fresh tomatoes, lemons, eggplants, peppers, onions and 
potatoes.

Lebanon

Support 2,000 families with food parcels and cash assistance to 
cover cooking gas, potable water, fresh produce, and meat.

Jordan

Support 1,100 families with food parcels and iftar meals.

Outcome and impact in 2024

Palestine

Supported 177,607 individuals in the 
West Bank and Gaza with food 
assistance and enhanced food 
security for 3,575 displaced 
Palestinians in Gaza through the 
Ramadan Suhoor Parcels project.

Lebanon

Reached 3,830 individuals from 766 
vulnerable Palestinian families in 
South Lebanon.

Jordan

Partnered with the Jordan Hashemite 
Charity Organization to provide hot 
meals and food vouchers.
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Transforming millions of lives 
through high quality education 

The Citizens Foundation (TCF), Pakistan

About TCF

The Citizens Foundation (TCF) is an education system that is 
transforming the lives of millions of children in Pakistan. TCF is a 
professionally managed, non-profit organization set up in 1995 by a 
group of citizens who wanted to bring about positive social change 
through education. 30 years later, TCF is now one of Pakistan’s leading 
organizations in the field of education for the less privileged.

Problem

Pakistan has one of the largest out-of-school populations in the 
world and over half of the children who do attend government
schools remain illiterate and innumerate.

Approach

Anchored on a nationwide network of 2,000+ schools, The 
Economist has called TCF "perhaps the largest network of 
independently run schools in the world." The foundation hires only 
women as faculty and has become the largest private employer of 
women in Pakistan with an all-female faculty of 14,000. 

TCF’s co-educational schools enroll 48% girls and are led by 
women. TCF also educates mothers and older out-of-school girls in 
communities near TCF schools through a nationwide female adult 
literacy program.

TCF is backed by a global philanthropic movement of thousands of 
individuals, foundations, and companies and is growing rapidly in 
partnership with local governments.  

The UN Girls Education Initiative (UNGEI) has published a case 
study about TCF entitled, “Best Practices in Girls’ Enrollment in 
Pakistan.” TCF has also won awards from UNESCO, the Library of 
Congress, the Skoll Foundation, the Schwab Foundation for Social 
Entrepreneurs, and the Ramon Magsaysay Award known as ‘Asia’s 
Nobel Prize.’

Outcomes and impact1

A forthcoming study by the Gates 
Foundation has found that in TCF 
communities gender norms have 
shifted in favor of girls’ education.

68% of third graders in TCF 
schools can read a story compared 
to 17% in government schools.

88% of TCF graduates (22 yrs+) 
continue to higher education. Of 
those over the age of 22, 71% are 
employed, while another 15% are 
still studying

TCF College is the number #1 higher 
secondary school in Karachi based on a 
comparison of results on government 
exams.

4 of 5 1 Source: The Citizens Foundation: https://www.tcf.org.pk/
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Want to learn more?

The Faith and Philanthropy network connects like-minded, 

philanthropic peers motivated by the same faith and values, so that 

collectively you can drive social impact and innovation—and shape the 

future you want to see.

Visit our Faith and Philanthropy Website

These materials have been prepared by UBS Group AG and/or a subsidiary or affiliate thereof, which are altogether referred to below as “UBS.” They have not  
been prepared with regard to any specific investment objectives, financial situation or particular needs of any specific recipient, current client or prospective client. 
These materials are published solely for informational purposes and are not to be construed as a solicitation or an offer to buy or sell any securities or related 
financial instruments or services of UBS or to participate in any particular trading strategy endorsed or not endorsed by UBS. Any recipient of these materials should 
not consider their contents to be either legal, tax, accounting, regulatory, or other specialist or technical advice or service, or investment advice, or a personal 
recommendation of any kind, whatsoever. No representation or warranty, either express or implied, is provided in relation to the accuracy, completeness or reliability 
of the information contained in these materials, nor is any of the information herein intended to be a complete statement or summary of the securities markets or
other developments referred to in these materials. The information in these materials should not be regarded by any recipient as a substitute for the exercise of their 
own judgment and any opinions expressed in these materials are subject to change without notice and may differ or be contrary to opinions expressed by other 
business areas or groups of UBS, which may make different assumptions or rely on different criteria. UBS is under no obligation to update or keep current the 
information contained in these materials. Neither UBS nor any of its directors, officers, employees, or agents accept any liability for any loss or damage arising out  
of the use of all or part of these materials or reliance upon the information contained therein. These materials are not for distribution or redistribution, except under 
such circumstances as may be permitted by UBS and or applicable law. UBS specifically prohibits the redistribution or reproduction of these materials in whole or
in part, without the written permission of UBS and UBS accepts no liability whatsoever for the actions of third parties in this respect.

© UBS 2024. The key symbol and UBS are among the registered and unregistered trademarks of UBS. All rights reserved.
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https://www.ubs.com/global/en/sustainability-impact/social-impact-and-philanthropy/product-and-services/our-community/faith-and-philanthropy.html
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