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Climate disclosure 
guideline for vendors 
Managing our climate impact 

We are advancing our climate transition plan and working to manage the 
environmental impact of our supply chain. We believe meaningful progress toward a 
low‑carbon future is achieved through strong partnerships across our value chain and 
we value your role in this journey 

This guideline serves as a practical roadmap, highlighting areas of focus and helpful references to accelerate your progress. We 

encourage our vendors to align their climate strategies with these focus areas and to demonstrate ambition by going beyond 

alignment to adopt recommended best practices. 

Greenhouse gas data disclosure 

Focus area: 

• We encourage your company to disclose its greenhouse gas inventory each year, covering the following:

⁻ GHG scope 1 and 2 emissions; and 

⁻ GHG scope 3 upstream (category 1 – 8) emissions and all relevant downstream emissions; and 
⁻ For listed companies  disclose revenue-based emission intensity. 

• We encourage your company’s GHG inventory to be:

– established in conformance with the GHG Protocol Corporate Standard, the GHG Protocol Scope 3 Standard and/or ISO
14064-1; and

– validated by an independent third party with limited assurance or above.
Recommended best practice: 

• Provide a product and/or service level carbon emissions report to UBS annually which is ;

• established in conformance with the GHG Protocol Standard / ISO GHG quantification; and

• validated by an independent third party with limited assurance or above.

Net zero target 

Focus area: 

• We encourage your company to disclose a stated net zero target, which

• Includes medium and long term goals; and

• the goals align with the Paris Agreement / 1.5-degree pathway transition; and
• the goals cover scope 1 and scope 2 and relevant scope 3.
Recommended best practice:

• The climate goals are approved by, or in conformance with one of the following:
⁻ SBTi Corporate Net Zero Standard; or

⁻ IWA Net Zero Guidelines (42:2022)

• Contribute to a just transition to global net zero.

Climate Transition Plan 

Focus area: 

• We encourage your company to establish a credible climate transition plan which

⁻ Is approved at the Board-level; and 

⁻ Is aligned to the 1.5-degree pathway transition. 
Recommended best practice: 

• Align your transition plan with the CDP Technical Note: Reporting on Climate Transition Plans or Transition Plan Taskforce

(TPT)

https://www.cdp.net/en/climate-transition-plans
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Action - Overall 
Focus area: 

• We encourage your company to take actions to substantially reduce emissions in line with your decarbonization targets 
Recommended best practice: 

• Share actionable collaboration ideas that could help reduce GHG emissions across our supply chain. 

 

 
Action - Climate offsetting/removal 

Focus area: 

• We encourage carbon offsets to be used only for residual emissions after all feasible direct GHG reduction within your 
corporate boundaries have been addressed..  

• Where carbon offsets are used to counterbalance the residual emission, we encourage investment in high-quality removals 

through removal-based offsets. 
Recommended best practice: 

• Align carbon offsetting approach with the Oxford Principles for Net Zero Aligned Carbon Offsetting . 

• In the short term, support climate change mitigation activities beyond the value chain (e.g. supporting direct air capture 
(DAC) technology or investing in a nature-based solution). 

• In the long term, the carbon offset portfolio should focus on carbon removal with long term storage. The percentage of 

carbon removal with long-lived storage should increase over time. 
 
Action - Renewable energy 

Focus area:  

• For GHG scope 1 energy sources, we encourage prioritizing a transition to renewable sources. Where no renewable 

alternative is available, we encourage a clear approach  to reduce the GHG emissions over time. 

• For GHG scope 2 electricity sources, we encourage planning to transition to 100% renewable electricity by 2035. 
 
Recommended best practice: 

• Achieve 80% renewable electricity by 2030. 
• Renewable electricity sources should be high quality and comply with RE100 technical criteria. 

• Focus on renewable energy projects/solutions which bring additional renewable electricity into the grid.  

 
Action - Supplier engagement 

Focus area: 

• We encourage you to implement a vendor engagement plan with your own vendors on climate-related issues. 
Recommended best practice: 

• Engage with your vendors to comply with the following requirements, including: 

⁻ compliance with legislation/regulatory requirements; and 

⁻ disclosure of climate-related data through a public platform; and 

⁻ setting a climate target aligned with the Paris Agreement / 1.5-degree pathway transition 

• Engage upstream vendors and downstream users in the climate journey to find solutions for GHG emission reductions. 
 
Action - Climate risk management 

Focus area: 

• We encourage your company to implement  a climate risk management process to assess climate risk and understand how 

climate change impacts / may impact your operations in relation to delivery of goods and/or services. 
• We encourage your company to develop a climate risk management plan to mitigate physical and transition climate risk, 

integrate climate considerations into business continuity plans, and implement measures to enhance operational resilience 

to climate impacts.  
Recommended best practice: 

• Follow any of the following standards: 

⁻ Regional or country level disclosure requirements; or 

⁻ Taskforce for Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) / IFRS / CSRD / GRI / SEC  
 

Action - Nature risk management 

Recommended best practice:  

• If nature is deemed to be material to your company, 

- Develop a nature-related risk management approach to assess and disclose whether business activities are occurring 

in biodiversity-sensitive locations and manage the same appropriately; and 
- Implement and track nature-related performance indicators to assess and mitigate nature dependencies and impacts. 

https://www.smithschool.ox.ac.uk/research/oxford-offsetting-principles
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- Adhere the nature risk management approach to any of the following standards:  

• Taskforce for Nature-related Financial Disclosures (TNFD) / CSRD / GRI; or 
• Regional or country level disclosure requirements; or 

• Aligned with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework for No Net Loss of Biodiversity by 2030.  

 
 
Resources  

• Read more about sustainability at UBS  

• UBS Sustainability Report 

• Our Responsible Supply Chain Policy  

• Our Sustainable procurement guide for vendors 

 

https://www.ubs.com/global/en/sustainability-impact.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/sustainability-impact/sustainability-reporting.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/sustainability-impact/sustainability-reporting.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/our-firm/suppliers/supply-chain.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/our-firm/suppliers/supply-chain.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/our-firm/suppliers/supply-chain.html

