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Most sustainable investors expect better performance, bigger impact

High expectations for sustainable investing >
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A minority of global investors are engaging in 
sustainable investing

Globally, adoption of sustainable investing 
varies widely

want to make the 
world a better place

65% 

but

39% 
only

with no sustainable 
investments say it’s hard 
to know the impact

find sustainable  
investing terms  
confusing

of non-adopters 
would like to invest 
sustainably 

72% 68% 39% butand

Uncertain impact and confusion hold global investors back

Percentage of investors who say they have at least 1% of 
investable assets in sustainable investments

60% 

53% 

51% 

42% 

35% 

34% 

20% 

China

Brazil

UAE

Italy

Germany

Hong Kong

Switzerland

Singapore

UK

US12% 

53% 

35% 

say they have sustainable 
investments in their 
portfolios (defined as 
at least 1% of their 
investable assets)
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Global Investors have high return expectations for sustainable investments vs. traditional investments

Momentum builds for sustainable investing

Investors with sustainable investments

say sustainable investing will be 
mainstream in 10 years

38% 39%

48%
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58% 

50%
expect higher returns

32%
expect equal returns

11%
expect lower returns

7%
don’t know



3 of 3

Desire to make a difference to society is driving sustainable investing and 
engagement in Brazil 

want to invest in 
companies that 
represent their values 

The young generation is very engaged

Use time and resources to help 
create a better planet

Say they have sustainable investments
(defined as at least 1% of their  
investable assets)

Investors in Brazil want to see their values 
reflected in their investments

of 18-34 year olds 
volunteer their time for 
social causes 81% 74% 

BrazilBrazil

53% 

84% 

39% 

65% 

GlobalGlobal

Brazilian investors strongly believe that they do not sacrifice returns when  
investing sustainably

Sustainable investors in Brazil are highly focused on environmental impact and ethics 

Pollution and waste  
(e.g., limit toxic 
emissions)

71%

Water (e.g., manage 
water consumption)

65%
Climate change (e.g., 
manage carbon footprint)

62%

People (e.g., develop 
their employees)

65%
Products and 
services (e.g., source 
responsibly)

66%
Ethics (e.g., avoid 
anti-competitive 
practices)

71%

77% 90%

Governance  
(e.g., transparency 
across executive pay)

65%

believe sustainable 
investments deliver 
better returns than 
traditional investments 

strongly prefer 
sustainable investments 
if delivering the same 
financial return as 
traditional investments.

Is your portfolio having the impact you want? Talk to your UBS Client Advisor.

UBS Investor Watch: Return on values, 3Q 2018. We surveyed more than 5,300 high net worth investors (with at least $1 million in investable assets). The global sample 
was split across 10 markets: Brazil, China, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Singapore, Switzerland, UAE, the UK and the US. The research was conducted between June 2018 
and August 2018.
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